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is interesting to observe in this lady, and indeed in her
great philosophical guest, the vain attempt to maintain the
balance between the ideal and the material interpretations
of the world, the intuitive and the empirical. It is a point
of unstable equilibiium, at which thus far human thought
refuses to poise itself for long. The Christian philosophy
of the Cambridge men had made the inspiration of the former
felt by many noble minds, with an apparent promise that
the Puntan piety might be saved without its narrowness and
invested with the persuasion of beauty and of love. But
Hobbes had spoken to the opposite side of human nature,
and wakened it up m insurrection against a long repression
and neglect; disguising his exaggerated claims for it, and
his contempt for whatever resisted its autocracy, under forms
of decorum towards religion and copious use of Scripture, he
had won response to his principles, not only from a few who
saw what they meant, but from far more who were blind to
it. He had set in motion a tendency which has no real power
to arrest itself without overshooting the boundaries of moral
conviction and the conditions of spiritual life; and hence
the uncompromising tone of resistance with which he
was met by the more far-seeing of his opponents. Sen-
sationalism, however, in psychology, and external utility
in rules of conduct, have great attraction for a certain
middle class of minds, sensible, moderate, and well or-
dered, rather than profound; and if they happen to feel
their knowledge of duty and of Divine things independently
secured to them by supernatural tenure, they are readily
tempted into inconsiderate concessions to physiological
experience, and the doctrine of the tabula rasa. So it was
with Locke. Safe with an outwardly given Revelation of
morals and religion, he could complete the consistency of
his mode of thought by building up his nature also out of
empirical data; and, submitting the whole of human life to
objective regulation, escape the illusions of abstractions
and the dangers of enthusiasm, incurred by those who trust
themselves to inward light. And so long as that postulate,